Congress of the United States
Washington, BC 20515

February 6, 2020

The Honorable Alex M. Azar II, Secretary
Department of Health and Human Services
200 Independence Avenue, S.W,
Washington, D.C. 20201

Dear Secretary Azar,

We write to urge you to return to the bargaining table and negotiate employment
contracts in good faith with unions representing employees of the Department of Health
and Human Services (HHS). HHS is required by law to negotiate in good faith and doing
s0 is critical for its mission to protect the health and well-being of Americans.

HHS management failed to negotiate in good faith with union representatives when
management walked out on negotiations after just one day of discussions last year. By
failing to negotiate in good faith, HHS is in violation of federal law. The Federal Service
Labor-Management Relations Statute requires that HHS, like other federal agencies,
“shall meet and negotiate in good faith for the purposes of arriving at a collective
bargaining agreement.”’

This violation of labor laws is particularly troubling because HHS employees serve
critical functions in protecting the safety of Americans. The tens of thousands of
individuals that work at HHS all play an important role in helping the Department meet
its mission “to enhance and protect the health and well-being of all Americans.”
Dedicated public servants shouldn’t have to divert their attention from helping HHS meet
its mission to worry about the burden of anti-employee policies because management is
failing to negotiate in good faith.

On September 30, 2019, an arbitrator found that HHS “committed an Unfair Labor
Practice by bargaining in bad faith.”* Following this decision, the head of one of the
unions representing HHS employees wrote to you requesting that negotiations be
resumed.* We understand that you have not responded to this request, and we urge you to
return to the negotiating table as soon as possible.

I Civil Service Reform Act of 1978, Pub. L. No. 95-454, § 701 (1978); 5 U.S.C. §§ 7114(a)(4) and 7102(2)
2 «“About HHS,” HHS.gov, accessed December 6, 2019, https://www.hhs.gov/about/index.html.

3 Department of Health and Human Services v. National Treasury Employees Union (September 30, 2019)
(Robert A. Creo, Arb.)

* Anthony M. Reardon, “Letter to Secretary Alexander M. Azar II,” October 7, 2019,
https://www.nteu.org/~/media/Files/nteu/docs/public/hhs/20 19/letter-to-secretary-azar-re-bad-faith-ba.pdf.
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For the sake of the health and well-being of your employees and all Americans, we urge
you to return to the negotiating table with unions representing HHS employees.
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