
 
 

March 18, 2020 
 
 
The Honorable Russell T. Vought            
Acting Director    
U.S. Office of Management and Budget                  
725 17th Street, NW     
Washington, DC 20503                                    
 
 
Dear Acting Director Vought: 
 
 On behalf of the National Treasury Employees Union (NTEU) and the 150,000 federal 
workers in 33 government agencies we represent, I am writing today to urge you to take 
immediate action to protect federal employees. 
 

On Sunday, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) announced that, in 
order to slow the spread of COVID-19 and protect vulnerable populations, gatherings of 50 or 
more people should be canceled for the next eight weeks.  The following day, President Trump 
suggested that number be lowered to restrictions on gatherings of 10 people or more.  Yet federal 
employees across the country are still being asked to report to work in workplaces that house 
hundreds and even thousands of employees.  In order to protect federal employees, their families 
and their communities, I ask that you take immediate action to apply this guidance to federal 
workplaces.    
 

I understand the magnitude of this action and that there would need to be some 
exemptions for national security and other considerations, but closing buildings halts large 
gatherings, just as CDC recommends, allows telework to continue and allows employees who 
have jobs that are not eligible for telework to use weather and safety leave. 
 

Furthermore, for those who are required to be in the office, it is imperative that worksites 
be stocked with adequate supplies of hand sanitizers, soap, and disinfectant wipes and that 
workplaces have in-depth daily cleanings.   

 
So far throughout this crisis, many federal employees have not been given information 

they need from their agencies and are confused and frustrated, fearing for their health and that of 
their colleagues and loved ones.  Taking this decisive action will make it clear that the 
government cares for the well-being of its employees and is ready to lead by following the 
advice of its own public health officials.  State and local officials and private companies are all 



closing offices and sending people home to limit the spread of this virus and the federal 
government should do the same, where possible.   
 
 Thank you for your consideration. 
 

Sincerely, 

 
Anthony M. Reardon 

National President 
 

 


